
 

 

Conoco Phillips Grant Narrative 
 
The City of Stillwater, Oklahoma has an incredible untapped resource: an empty 35,400 square foot city 
block in the heart of downtown and the freedom to do what we want with it. This city-owned land 
known as Block 34 is directly adjacent to the retail establishments and restaurants of Stillwater’s Main 
Street. It is less than a mile from the campus of Oklahoma State University and is surrounded by a 
developing cultural district that includes the OSU Museum of Art, the Stillwater History Museum at the 
Sheerar, the Stillwater Community Center, the Prairie Arts Center (owned by the City of Stillwater and 
operated by OSU), and the Stillwater Public Library. The potential for development of Block 34 to create 
connections between different parts of our city and to impact the daily lives of its citizens cannot be 
overstated.  

 
The vision for Block 34 is a public gathering space that captures the cultural heart and soul of our 
community and region while respecting our rugged spirit of inspiration and inclusivity. To aid in 
achieving this vision, Stillwater City Council established the Block 34 Trust Authority and charged it with 
developing an implementation proposal and conceptual plan for improvements to Block 34. With input 
from local architects, musicians, special events coordinators, and Stillwater citizens via a very successful 
town hall meeting, a conceptual plan was developed. Ideas and suggestions from the town hall meeting 
are key components of the plan with an outdoor performance stage being at the top of the list. What we 
envision next on Block 34:  

 an outdoor performance stage capable of hosting plays, concerts, films, and more; 

 a creatively designed central green space with sustainable landscaping;  

 a bocce ball area to foster recreation and play for people of all ages. 
 
The City Council approved conceptual plan is ready for implementation. What better way to kick-off 
implementation than with the construction of the much desired outdoor performance stage?  
 
In the meantime, the Block 34 Trust Authority has been successful in placing a fully functioning wind 
turbine on the southwest corner, which provides power as well as sculptural interest to the block. On 
the northeast corner is a globally interactive weather station. The placement of these attractions on the 
block involved student groups from Oklahoma State University, City of Stillwater Public Works, local 
artists, Stillwater City Council, and the Block 34 Trustees. 
 
We believe the outdoor performance stage is the logical next step in establishing a community gathering 
place. The stage will have a presence on the block visible from many vantage points and will 
undoubtedly spur community interest in Block 34. Block 34 represents conversation, hard work, and 
collaboration between city government, citizens, Oklahoma State University, and other stakeholders in 
the community. Along with becoming a community gathering place, we envision Block 34 as a hub of 
economic activity and cultural programming driven by the values of sustainability, accessibility, and 
appreciation for the arts.  
 
Activities on Block 34 offer conduits to connect people, establish dialogue, and bring interest, tourism, 
and economic development to the heart of our city. It will provide a sustained and lasting impact in our 
community - becoming a premier destination in our region. What is needed is a helping hand; a boost; a 
kick-start to the momentum for the development of this incredible untapped resource in downtown 
Stillwater. 
 


