
  

REPORT TO: CITY COUNCIL  

MEETING DATE: JUNE 3, 2019 

 

 

Agenda Item:  8b. Approve electric vehicle charging station parking space lease 
agreement with Francis Solar (CC-19-73) 
 

Prior Council Action/Related Items:      

(Hyperlinks Or PDF) 

None 

Background / Issue:   Industry trends are leading toward electrification of both small and 
large vehicles.  The reduction in the cost of battery storage 
technologies for these types of vehicles continue to drop making them 
affordable in comparison to their fossil fuel counterparts.   
 
As an increasingly widespread choice for consumers as well as for 
government and commercial fleets, all-electric vehicles (EV) and plug-
in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEV’s) will become an important part of 
the transportation landscape.  EV’s have a battery and an electric 
motor instead of a gas tank and an internal combustion engine. EV’s 
run entirely on electricity and do not produce any exhaust from the 
burning of fuel.  
 
The full extent of EV charging demand is not yet fully determined; 
however, there is a clear need to develop a consistent, accessible 
charging network of EV infrastructure at home, on public streets, and 
in commercial settings.  
 
Per statistics from the American Public Power Association, the EV 
Market Growth in US plug-in electric vehicle sales is projected to be 
more than 700,000 by 2021.  
 
Parking Space Lease Agreement:  Staff has been working with Francis 
Solar on plans to install EV charging stations at five locations across 
the City.  Each of these charging station locations will include room for 
future expansion as the demand for public charging grows. 
 
In order to place the charging stations, staff is requesting Council 
approval to lease the necessary parking spaces for a term of 15 years 
with a provision for a 10 year extension. Francis Solar will pay $1 per 
month while the agreement is in place.  
 
 



Once the charging stations are in place, Francis Solar will become a 
costumer of the Stillwater Electric Utility paying their applicable 
electric service rate.  Francis Solar will then re-sale the electricity at a 
slight premium to recoup their cost over time.   
 
Benefits Include: 

 Francis will install, maintain, and operate the chargers – no 
costs or requirements to the City. 

 Increased vehicle traffic. 

 EV drivers typically stay for a minimum of 20-30 minutes 
while charging - which equates to more time and 
opportunity to monetize their visits than traditional fueling 
stations or parking environments. 

 Increased EV vehicle traffic as mass adoption of EVs 
continues. 

 Automatically placed on national EV charging maps. 

 Automatically appear on in-car navigation as a charging 
destination. 

 Opportunities to provide coupon or discount advertisement 
on the charger for in-store purchases or experiences. 
 

Proposal/Solution: Staff recommends that the Council approve the parking space lease 
agreement with Francis Solar and authorize staff to execute the 
documents. 
 

Financial Impact/Funding Source(s): The lease agreement as well as the sale of electricity will be a revenue 
generator having a positive impact on the budget. 
 

Related Strategic Priority: #2 Inspired Management: To demonstrate leadership, management, 
and planning skills that focus on results to create a better community. 
 
#4 Place & Mobility: To develop a strong sense of place that 
recognizes the interconnectedness of people, buildings, and public 
systems (such as transportation, utilities, and parks) that best serve 
the needs of the public. 
 
#5 Quality of Life: To develop partnerships that create a high quality of 
life with equal access to services and amenities; strong and connected 
neighborhoods; and a healthy economy and business atmosphere that 
align with community values. 
 

Recommended Action/Motion: Motion to approve the parking space lease agreement with Francis 
Solar and authorize staff to execute the documents. 
 

Prepared By: Loren Smith, Electric Utility Director 

Reviewed By:   Norman McNickle, City Manager 

Submitted By:   Melissa Reames, Deputy City Manager 

Attachment(s): Site Plan 

 


