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2. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

d. Grand Lake Mental Health Center, Inc., SPECIFIC USE PERMIT (SUP19-18), requesting review 
and approval to establish an outpatient mental health and substance abuse center at property 
addressed as 1624 & 1706 N. Cimarron Plaza in the Commercial Shopping (CS) district.  Harkins 

 
Rian Harkins, Senior Planner presents staff’s report, findings and asks if there are any questions; none respond.  
 
Chair Thielman-Braun comments about having heard for years that there was something planned for this shopping 
center; Commissioner Buchert comments that yes, it is owned by the Stillwater Public School system and at this 
time, they are renting out units to help pay for it while they work on the master plan as well as funding for this 
area.  
 
Chair Thielman-Braun asks if this use is going into an existing structure; Rian responds yes.  
 
Chair Thielman-Braun asks if there are any further questions for staff; none respond. Chair Thielman-Braun opens 
the public hearing.  Chair Thielman-Braun asks if there is anyone that wishes to speak in favor of this item.  
 
Mr. Larry Smith, 11886 Timberlake Drive in Claremore, OK comes to speak on the following: 

• Chief Operating Officer of Grand Lake Mental Health 
• Grand Lake Mental Health (GLMH) was given a grant to take over five counties in northeast Oklahoma 
• Edwin Fair no longer operates 
• Wanted to come to Stillwater because there is a need 
• Looking to eventually build a facility here but for right now, need to get open and operating to provide 

assistance to the community and Police Department 
• Recently had nine (9) people in the last eight (8) days transported to facilities outside of Stillwater 
• Purpose is to serve people in the community and have a place to go 24/7 
• Have a place in the community so the Police Department doesn’t have to transport 
• Looking to lease this property as anticipates it will take three (3) years to buy land and build 
• Received national recognition for their work 
• This service works 24/7 as an outpatient facility  
• Potential for more staff members but that will be dependent upon service needs 
• Purpose is to reduce the EDO (Emergency Detention Order) for inpatient treatment 
• There will be some construction cost to convert from the previous use as a bank to the treatment facility 
• GLMH provided iPads to law enforcement so that they have access to evaluation assistance within seconds 

 
Chair Thielman-Braun asks where individuals are transported to now; Mr. Smith responds that it will depend on 
where a bed is available.  Mr. Smith explains that law enforcement transports to a hospital for assistance and 
evaluation; can use the iPad to contact GLMH for immediate assistance; and if needed, the individuals are 
transported.  
 
Chair Thielman-Braun asks if there is any medical services provided; Mr. Smith responds that there is staff there 
such as RN that can determine if 911 needs to be contacted for medical assistance for things such as high blood 
pressure.   
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Commissioner Jerome asks how many staff members will be there at 2 AM; Mr. Smith responds that no less than 
eight (8) staff members will be on duty at a time and they are trained to restrain if the need arises. 
 
Chair Thielman-Braun asks if the Stillwater Public School system knows of their service since they are leasing from 
them; Rian Harkins comes to respond and states that staff does know that the school board is on board with this 
use.  
 
Mr. Smith explains that the services provided here are outpatient services so no in-patient services are located at 
this site. 
 
Chair Thielman-Braun asks if there are more questions for Mr. Smith; none respond. Chair Thielman-Braun asks if 
there is anyone else that wishes to speak in favor of this item; none respond.  Chair Thielman-Braun asks if there is 
anyone that wishes to speak in opposition or neutrally on this item; none respond.  Chair Thielman-Braun asks for 
alternatives.  
 
Rian returns to the podium and presents alternatives: 
1.  Accept findings and recommend that the City Council approve the proposed specific use permit as presented. 

2.  Find that the specific use permit is not an appropriate use for the property based upon the impacts to the 
surrounding vicinity and do not recommend that the City Council approve the request. 

3.  Find that the specific use permit can be an appropriate use for the property with conditions related to the 
impacts to the surrounding vicinity and recommend the City Council approve the request with the identified 
conditions. 

4.  Find that additional information or discussion is needed prior to making a recommendation and table the 
request to a certain date. 

 
Chair Thielman-Braun asks if there is any discussion from the Planning Commission; none respond. 
 
Commissioner Rickelman moved, Vice-Chair Shanahan seconded to accept findings and recommend that the City 
Council approve the proposed specific use permit as presented. 
 

Roll call: Thielman-Braun Shanahan Buchert Rickelman Jerome 
 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Time: 16 minutes 

 


