
Planning for Renewable 
Energy
Is Stillwater Ready for 100?



Science tells us the climate is changing; 
preparing now will make our community more 
resilient to the problems we will face.



What is Ready for 100?

● RF 100 is a national movement working to inspire our leaders to embrace a 
vision of healthier communities powered with 100% clean, renewable energy.

● More than 90 US cities and towns, ten counties, and two states have made a 
commitment to 100% renewable energy.  Many more are setting their own 
goals to cut carbon and establish climate action objectives.



What’s happening in Oklahoma?
● Norman City Council adopted an RF100 resolution in May 2018, calling for 

100% renewable electricity by 2035, and in all energy use sectors by 2050, 
inspiring Stillwater residents Carol Preston and Deanna Homer 

● Stillwater effort began through the League of Women Voters - fall 2018
● Monthly meetings started January 2019
● Supporters of the Stillwater RF100 effort include LWV members, Sierra Club 

members, OSU students and staff, and other interested residents



What other cities are doing this?

Communities with RF100 or other climate commitments:

● Norman, OK 
● Fayetteville, AR
● Greensburg, KS
● Flagstaff, AZ
● San Antonio, TX



Why take action in Stillwater?

● The city is responsible for the welfare of residents 
● We believe having a meaningful renewable energy plan would make Stillwater 

attractive to new businesses.
● Climate risk = investment risk
● Prepared communities bounce back from/handle adversity better



Stillwater RF100 Activities

● Renewable Energy Task Force established September 2019;
● November 2019, draft “Stillwater Ready For 100” resolution sent to Stillwater 

City Manager, calling for a commitment to transition the City to 100% 
renewable energy

● Getting to 100% renewable energy is a noble aim, but we recognize the 
importance of having a goal that is realistic and achievable for Stillwater



Goals

● To work with the City Council, City staff, the business community, and 
citizens’ groups to make a meaningful plan to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, especially through making a successful transition to carbon-free 
energy. 

● To set, and achieve, energy targets that are realistic for our Stillwater 
community;

● To respect the natural environment, quality of life, and economic prosperity.



Keys to success

What do the communities with the most successful programs have in common?

● Cooperation/support between City staff, elected officials, experts, business 
and community groups

● Study/research the unique circumstances in the community (regarding 
transitioning to carbon-free energy) BEFORE making a commitment to a 
specific GHG or renewable energy targets.

● Take action across sectors



Action Items

● City Council Resolution to support study and development of a renewable 
energy action plan;

● Formalize membership on the Renewable Energy Task Force, including 
representatives from City Council and City Staff;

● After designated time for study, City Council adoption of energy action plan, 
calling for specific renewable energy/GHG emissions targets.  



Norman, OK

Adopted RF100 resolution, May 2018, including a promise to develop an 
implementation outline by May 2019.

Draft implementation plan and timeline submitted to Norman City Council, July 
2019



Fayetteville, AR

Energy Action Plan adopted January, 2018

Achieve 100% community-wide clean energy by 2050

Overarching Goal:  Reducing greenhouse gas emissions for activities occurring in 
Fayetteville. Outlines strategies, goals, and actions in transportation, energy 
supply, buildings, waste, and cross-sector activities.

Environmental Action Committee meets monthly.  



Fayetteville, cont’d

On November 20, 2018, City Council approved a trilateral agreement between the 
City, Ozarks Electric Cooperative, and Today’s Power, Inc. to construct solar power 
arrays on a combined 87 acres near Fayetteville’s two wastewater treatment 
facilities. 

The new solar arrays will generate approximately 18.3 million kWh/yr of clean 
energy, offsetting approximately 103% of the Wastewater Treatment Plants’ usage, 
increasing the City’s clean energy use from the current 16% to 72%.



Greensburg, KS

95% of Greensburg was destroyed by tornado in May 2007

Community effort to rebuild, sustainably

● Greensburg is 100% renewable, 100% of the time. All of the electricity used in 
the City of Greensburg is wind energy

● Water is a very precious resource and every drop is conserved with low flow 
fixtures and native plantings. Rainwater collected for use in irrigation and in 
some facilities, as grey water in toilets

● Greensburg is home to the most LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) buildings per capita in the U.S.



Greensburg, cont’d

● Bicycling and walking are encouraged. 
● Borrow a free Greensburg Bike at The Big Well Museum
● Complementary EV charging stations
● Guided “green tours” of Greensburg for groups



Flagstaff, AZ

Climate Action Plan adopted November, 2018

Goals: 

● Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2050, compared to the 2016 
emissions baseline.

● Ensure neighborhoods, resources, and economy are more resilient to climate 
change impacts

● Address climate change in a way that prioritizes those most impacted



Flagstaff, cont’d

Climate Adaptation and Action Plan developed through collaboration with city 
residents, city staff, and city councilors.

Taking action across sectors to meet goals:  natural environment, water, energy, 
transportation and land use, waste & consumption, public health & safety, 
prosperity & recreation

Plan will be updated every 5 years



San Antonio, TX

“SA Climate Ready” Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP) adopted October 
2019.  The plan serves as a pathway to meet the objectives of the Paris Climate 
Agreement, which City Council supported with a resolution on June 22, 2017.

Goal: To make San Antonio carbon-neutral by 2050

Reassess and update the CAAP every 3 to 5 years



San Antonio CAAP, cont’d

What’s in the plan: 

● provides strategies for ensuring economic prosperity and quality of life
● prioritizes clean air, public health, water quality and conservation, good jobs, 

transportation choices, clean and secure energy, and emergency 
preparedness

● supports market transitions and consumer options, while preparing 
businesses, residents, and institutions for an unpredictable climate

● identifies a process for equity and affordability to ensure that a Climate Ready 
San Antonio benefits all residents

● Is grounded in best available climate science and best practices



Sources

Climate Action Tracker, 2019, 
https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/usa/current-policy-projections/

https://www.sierraclub.org/ready-for-100/commitments

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreemen
t

Stillwater City Council meeting, 9/23/2019 
http://stillwater.org/agenda/org/citycouncil/2019

https://www.plugshare.com/directory/us/oklahoma/stillwater

https://climateactiontracker.org/countries/usa/current-policy-projections/
https://www.sierraclub.org/ready-for-100/commitments
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
http://stillwater.org/agenda/org/citycouncil/2019
https://www.plugshare.com/directory/us/oklahoma/stillwater


Sources, cont’d

http://fayetteville-ar.gov/3246/Energy-Action-Plan

http://www.normanok.gov/city/environmental-control-advisory-board

https://www.flagstaff.az.gov/DocumentCenter/View/59411/Flagstaff-Climate-Act
ion-and-Adaptation-Plan_Nov-2018

http://visitgreensburgks.com/index.php/about-greensburg/

https://www.sanantonio.gov/Sustainability

https://saclimateready.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Organizations-Engaged-
as-of-09032019.pdf

http://fayetteville-ar.gov/3246/Energy-Action-Plan
http://www.normanok.gov/city/environmental-control-advisory-board
https://www.flagstaff.az.gov/DocumentCenter/View/59411/Flagstaff-Climate-Action-and-Adaptation-Plan_Nov-2018
https://www.flagstaff.az.gov/DocumentCenter/View/59411/Flagstaff-Climate-Action-and-Adaptation-Plan_Nov-2018
http://visitgreensburgks.com/index.php/about-greensburg/
https://www.sanantonio.gov/Sustainability
https://saclimateready.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Organizations-Engaged-as-of-09032019.pdf
https://saclimateready.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Organizations-Engaged-as-of-09032019.pdf


Sources, cont’d

“Insurers Take Action on Exposure to Climate Change”, Financial Times, October 9, 
2018

https://www.blackrock.com/corporate/investor-relations/larry-fink-ceo-letter

https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2017/09/12/pentagon-is-still-
preparing-for-global-warming-even-though-trump-said-to-stop/

https://www.blackrock.com/corporate/investor-relations/larry-fink-ceo-letter
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2017/09/12/pentagon-is-still-preparing-for-global-warming-even-though-trump-said-to-stop/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2017/09/12/pentagon-is-still-preparing-for-global-warming-even-though-trump-said-to-stop/

