
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

July 1, 2020 
 
Norman McNickle, City Manager 
City of  Stillwater 
P.O. Box 1449 
Stillwater,OK 74074 
 
Dear Mr. McNickle: 
 
In 2019, the Stillwater History Museum at the Sheerar completed its 45th year of  collecting,  
preserving, interpreting and contributing to the community’s long and rich history. The support 
of  the City of  Stillwater, private contributions, and community volunteers, all make it possible for 
the Museum to continue to meet its mission.  
 
The Stillwater History Museum at the Sheerar recently submitted an invoice for  $15,000 for sup-
port from the City of  Stillwater for the Fiscal Year 2020-21. This support will go toward main-
taining exhibits and programming at the current level and is more important than ever for 
sustaining this treasure chest of  community history. The Museum has sought out grant funding 
($1,000) to help with COVID supplies expenses, and participated in the Payroll Protection Plan 
loan to make up for shortfalls in auditorium rental and other revenues during this crisis.  
 
The Stillwater History Museum quarterly report for April, May, and June along with the spring 
issue of  the Stillwater Muse newsletter is enclosed. The newsletter outlines the exhibits that are 
currently on display; our award-winning elementary education program and adult programming is 
on hold for the foreseeable future.  
 
The Sheerar Museum thanks the City of  Stillwater for its support in helping Board and staff  to 
maintain a safe and aesthetically appealing environment for our patrons. We are committed to 
continuing the preservation of  Stillwater’s local history and sharing it with the community.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

 
Amelia E. Chamberlain, Director Stephen Gose, President  
Stillwater Museum Association, Inc. 
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The Stillwater History Museum at the Sheerar 
July 2020 2nd Quarterly Report   

 
Second Quarter Visitation 
The museum was closed to the public in April and May and reopened June 2. We had no attendance in Aprilor May. In June, 
the Museum was open for 21 days; we had 121 visitors to the building (including City employees who held a interviews in the 
auditorium); One Encounter Church held services in the auditorium for four Sundays—approximately 200 people were in at-
tendance. There were no additional rentals this month—nor for the forseeable future.  
 
Looking Back 
Two staff  and one volunteer continued to work at the Museum throughout April, May and June, practicing social distancing 
and wearing masks as appropriate. A new 1940s kitchen exhibit was installed and a Victory Garden was planted at the front 
entrance of  the Museum to supplement the exhibit. Current permanent exhibitions were refreshed and updated.  
 
A stay-at-home fundraising event was planned to raise funds for the renovation of  the 4 bathrooms in the Sheerar building as 
well as sealing the floor of  the Archival Storage Bunker to reduce humidity levels and create a better environment for the im-
portant documents and photographs stored here. Enough funds have been raised to start on the Bunker project. The floor has 
been sealed and the work to reorganize materials and ensure they are entered in our PastPerfect Museum database is ongoing. 
The end result will be that we will be able to search the database when research requests are made—something that has not 
been 100% successful in the past. Archival materials that have been housed in various spaces other than the Bunker will be re-
housed in acid-free boxes and folders and relocated to the Bunker.  
 
Stillwater Rotary clubs have approved funding the majority of  the work to be done on the bathrooms; those funds are ex-
pected in July and work will begin as soon as the contractors are available this summer. Another donation is coming from the 
IOOF Lodge.  
 
Thanks to the City, a new streetlight has been installed near the entrance of  the auditorium. Staff  pruned trees and bushes and 
cleaned up the area near the steps to allow light from the street light to reach the stairs. The Garden Club has been trimming, 
weding, and planting new flowers in the Heritage Garden.  
 
Looking Ahead 
The 14th annual Cool Classics series in July was cancelled; however, we are looking at hosting at least a portion of  the series in 
October as an outdoor event in front of  the auditorium possibly in collaboration with the Strode Funeral Home as they have 
just put in a grassy area that could be used for lawn chair seating. The event has not yet been confirmed—waiting until late 
August to determine if  it is a good idea based on current COVID numbers.  
 
We have begun to offer Family Activity Thursdays in July and August to provide a controlled, safe environment for families 
looking for somehting for their children to do. All other programming is on hold.  
 
Staff  and volunteers continue to go through collections storage to reorganize artifacts and identify items to be deaccessioned. 
Many OSU paper items are being deacessioned and sent to the Edmon Low Library for their collection so that OSU items are 
located in one place.  


